Dopamine D 4 receptor gene polymorphism and extraversion revisited: results from the Munich gene bank project for alcoholism.
In 1998 a gene bank project for association studies in alcoholism was initiated at the Psychiatric Hospital of Munich. The research instruments used were partly adopted from the US collaborative study of the genetics of alcoholism and include the family history assessment module (FHAM), the semi-structured interview for assessment of genetics in alcoholism (SSAGA) and a number of personality inventories such as the Zuckerman's sensation-seeking scale, the NEO Five factor inventory and the temperament and character inventory. Based on the examination of 181 alcoholic subjects, no association was found between Dopamine D4 receptor gene polymorphism and novelty-seeking or extraversion as assessed by the three personality inventories. These findings are in line with a number of more recent studies questioning the association between novelty-seeking and DRD4 dopamine receptor gene polymorphism. Possible implications of these findings are discussed.